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To  the  Montgomery  Borough  Council; 

Mr*  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1964. 

The  statistics  show  a lower  birth  rate  and  a higher  death  rate  when 
compared  with  the  comparable  rates  for  the  County  as  a whole,  but  nevertheless, 
the  population  of  the  Borough  remains  stationary.  The  apparently  high  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  caused  by  only  one  infant  death  and  could  therefore  only 
have  been  reduced  by  this  one  death.  At  a time  when  illegitimacy  is  a topic 
of  concern  in  the  country,  the  Borough  did  not  experience  a single 
illegitimate  birth  (live  or  still).  Adversely,  of  the  six  males  who  died 
in  the  Borough,  three  died  from  coronary  heart  disease  and  their  average 
age  of  death  was  60  years.  Of  the  three  deaths  from  malignant  disease,  not 
one  was  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 

The  winter  of  1964  was  a severe  one,  and  although  only  one  death 
occurred  from  pneumonia  in  the  higher  age  groups  (64  years)  there  are  no 
figures  available  to  me  relating  to  the  incidence  of  bronchitis  in  the 
elderly*  A condition  of  lowering  of  the  body  temperature  in  old  people 
known  as  ’hypothermia"  is  now.  recognised  and  frequently  results  in  death 
during  cold  weather.  When  local  housing  authorities  plan  to  build  homes  for 
the  elderly  it  is  important  that  consideration  be  given  to  providing  adequate 
and  economical  heating  facilities  in  the  bedrooms  in  addition  to  the  living 
room  in  order  to  prevent  this  condition. 

Mr.  Sleigh's  reference  in  his  section  of  the  report  to  the  substantial 
completion  of  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme  and  to  the  fact  that  a start  now  can, 
and  has  been,  made  to  clear  unfit  property  is  most  gratifying  since  plans 
can  now  go  ahead  for  the  erection  of  new  houses. 


Cont/over.  • « 


Ill  order  to  implement  the  provisions  of  the  Shops,  Offices  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  (1963)3  several  inspections  were  made  of  the  14  shops  on  the 
register.  This  has  brought  extra  work  upon  the  already  over-burdened 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Sleigh’s  department,  and  as  a result,  it  has  not  been 
possible,  in  every  instance,  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  (i960)  are  complied  with.  This  entails 
regular  inspections  of  and  many  re-visits  to  food  premises.  This  is  a 
matter  of  great  concern  to  me  in  view  of  the  repeated  complaints  I receive 
from  residents  in  the  Borough  regarding  the  cleanliness  of  certain  such 
premises.  In  the  main  it  has  only  been  possible  recently  to  visit  on 
complaint,  and  I fear  that  little  more  can  be  done  at  present  with  the 
limited  assistance  available  to  Mr.  Sleigh, 

1964  was  a year  remarkably  free  from  infectious  diseases  (as  reflected 
by  the  number  of  notifications  received).  In  June,  an  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  occurred  in  Aberdeen,  thought  to  have  been  caused  by  contaminated 
canned  food,  processed  and  imported  from  abroad.  All  local  public  health 
authorities  received  a directive  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  time, 
requiring  them  to  instruct  holders  of  specified  brands  (and  special 
consignments  of  those  brands)  to  withdraw  them  from  circulation  to  the 
public  and  return  them  to  the  suppliers.  This,  again,  involved  the 
department  in  considerable  extra  work,  but  all  such  stocks  were  investigated 
most  expeditiously.  A contact  from  Aberdeen  a.rrived  in  an  adjacent  district 
and  was  kept  under  strict  serveillance  by  us;  fortunately  all  investigations 
proved  negative. 

As  recently  as  July,  1965,  a Memorandum  has  been  published  by  the 
Standing  Medical  Advisoty  Committee  for  the  Central  Health  Services  Council 
and  the  Minister  of  Health  on  "Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers;"  in  it, 
they  say  that  constant  vigilance  in  the  preparation  and  distribution  of 
food  must  be  maintained  if  future  outbreaks  (of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid) 
are  to  be  avoided.  May  I add  that  the  potential  danger  of  an  unrecognised 
carrier  of  these  diseases  is  ever  present  in  the  community.  It  may  be 
our  turn  next  time. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
ELINOR  M.  GREVTILS . 


December  1965. 


SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  district  - 3,39 0 acres. 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  resident  population  - 970. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  — 3l6» 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1964  - £14*931* 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - £36. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION 


Estimated 

mid-year  19 64  — 

970. 

n 

" 1963  - 

970. 

11 

" 1962  - 

950. 

n 

” 1961  - 

970, 

it 

" I960  - 

890* 

The  1964  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  13,  but  as  the  number  of 
deaths  was  14*  there  was  a naturaJ_  decrease  in  the  population  of  1. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Male  Female  Total 

3*  8.  13. 

3*  8,  13. 


Crude  birth  rate  - 13 o4  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  birth  rate  - 14.1  per  1,000  population, 

(for  age  and  sex). 

Illegitimacy  rate  - Nil. 


Still  births  - there  we re  no  suoh  births. 


Still  birth  rate  - Nil, 

Infant  Mortality  - there  was  one  death,  a male  (legitimate). 

Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(Deaths  of  infant  under  1 year) 

= 76.9/1,000  live  births. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil  (Deaths  of  infants  between  1-4  weeks). 

Fe r, a tal  Mortality  Rate 

(Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week) 

( per  1,000  live  births  ) = Nil* 

Le_aHis_ 

All  causes :- 

60 

8. 


Male 

Female 

Total 


“ 4 - 


Crude  death  rate  - 14.43  per  1,000  population  (y 

Corrected  death  - l6„73  per  1,000  population 

(for  age  and  sex 

after  applying  the  comparability  factor  of  1.16). 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING-  1964  IN  THE 
MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  MONTGOMERY 


Cause  of  Death  Sex  Total 

All  ages 


Under  4 weeks 
4 weeks, & under  1 yr.  35- 


AGE  IN  YEARS 
45-  55-  65- 


75  £ oy 


Malignant 

M 

1 

— 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

— 

Neoplasm,  Stomach 

F 

-* 

— 

— - 

*•» 

— 

Malignant 

M 

*• 

— 

— - 

*» 

— 

Neoplasm,  Breast 

F 

1 

— 

*— 

~ 1 

Other  Malignant 

M 

1 

— 

— 

- 

~ - 

-> 

l. 

and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

F 

Diabetes 

M 

~ 

— 

- 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

“ 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions 

M 

— — 

-* 

— 

of  Nervous  System 

F 

3 

— 

1 

1 - 

~ 

1 

Coronary  Disease, 

M 

3 

— 

- 1 

2 

- 

Angina 

F 

1 

“ 

— 

— ' — 

1 

Other  Heart 

M 

« 

— 

*• 

- 

« 

- 

Disease 

F 

1 

— 

•— 

— 

— — 

1 

Pneumonia 

M 

u 

— 

— 

- - 

-* 

- 

F 

1 

— 

— 

*-» 

*1 

- 0. 

Other  defined  and 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

- 

- 

Ill-defined 

diseases 

F 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

0 

1 

— 

- 1 

3 

1 

F 

Chief  Causes  of  Deaths 

8 

1 

1 2 

1 

3 

10  Heart  Disease  - approximately  4^5  due  to  Coronary  Heart  Disease, 


2,  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Central  Nervous  System. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Birth  rate  (corrected)  14«lo 

Illegitimacy  rate  Nil., 

Death  rate  (corrected)  16,73* 

Still  birth  rate  Nil, 

* Infant  Mortality  rate  76,9s 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  Nil, 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  Nil, 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  Nil, 


* Caused  by  only  one  death 


18,03. 

4,9$. 

12  .63. 

1.9*$ 

15.7. 

5.7. 

22.0, 

1 . 43  * Coni/ o re rn  - «. 
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SECTION  B 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  health 
services  of  the  district. 


SECTION  C 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area 


The  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  water  supplies. 

During  the  year  there  were  water  shortages  and  the  town  supplies  were  cut 
off  during  the  night  to  reduce  consumption  for  a short  period. 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  in  each  case  the  analysis  proved 
highly  satisfactory. 


(2)  Sewerage 


The  Council’s  sewerage  scheme  was  substantially  completed  during  the  year 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  bring  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  into 
operation  early  in  1965. 


(3)  Closet  accommodation 

The  Council  collect  night  soil  fortnightly  from  20  properties  by  contract 
with  Borden  Rural  District  Council.  The  contents  are  buried.  A further  12 
houses  use  pails  and  bury  the  contents  in  the  gardens.  During-  the  year  the 
Council  considered  a report  on  these  properties  and  decided  that  in  the  first 
instance  procedure  should  be  taken  to  build  further  houses  with  a view  to 
condemning  some  of  the  older  properties, 

(4)  Public  cleansing 

Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  contract  with  Eorden  Rural  District 
Council  and  disposal  is  by  tipping  on  land  approximately  one  mile  from  the 
town* 


(3)  Public  Health  Inspection 

The  district  has  been  inspected  systematically  and  on  complaint.  No 
formal  action  was  necessary, 

(6)  Chops  etc. 

Registration  of  shops  and  offices  was  made  during  the  year  and  several 
were  inspected. 

All  premises  where  petroleum  is  sold  were  inspected. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  although  many  matters  were  corrected  by 
informal  action. 


No.  of  shops  and  offices  on  register.  14* 
No.  of  inspections  made  ba 
No.  of  registered  petroleum  stores,  8, 
No.  of  inspections  made.  6, 
No,  of  factories  on  register,  7 • 
No,  of  inspections  made.  2, 


There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  Borough. 


(7)  Vermin 


“ b - 


6 


A Rodent  Officer  is  employed  jointly  with  three  other  authorities. 


No.  of  inspections  made  30. 
No.  of  business  premises  treated  A. 
No.  of  private  premises  treated  19. 
No.  of  times  tips  treated  10. 


Materials  used  - 246-jr  lbs0  sausage  rusk. 

37  lbs.  3 ozs.  oatmeal. 

3 lbs*  9 ozs.  Sine  Phosphide. 
4§-  ozs.  Antu. 

1 lb.  13j  ozs.  Sorexa  3. 

SECTION  D 


H0TJ3IN 


n 

v-T 


During  the  year  the  Council  considered  a report  on  housing  in  general  and 
decided  to  proceed  with  clearance  of  unfit  property.  With  this  in  mind 
instructions  were  given  to  the  Architect  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  erection  of 
further  Council  houses  and  to  submit  reports  on  various  sites  in  the  town  as 
to  their  suitability  for  housing  development. 

Agreement  was  reached  with  one  owner  as  to  not  letting  an  unfit  house  on 
becoming  empty  but  no  formal  action  was  taken. 


No.  of  houses  built  by  Council  Nil. 
No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  1. 
No.  cf  houses  improved  with  grant  aid  2. 

SECTION  E 


Insnection  ard  Supervision  of  Food 
Milk 

The  district  is  served  by  outside  retailers.  All  of  the  milk  retailed 
is  pasteurised  and  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  other  foods 

There  is  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse.  All  animals  slaughtered 
are  inspected  and  the  quality  of  meat  sold  in  the  shops  is  high. 

During  holidays,  arrangements  are  made  with  Welshpool  Borough  Council  for 
a relief  inspector  so  as  to  ensure  100%  meat  inspection. 


Carcases  inspected  during  the  year 


Number  killed 

Number  insnected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticercosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected 
with  disease 


Cattle 

Sheep  & Lambs 

243 

1316 

261 

243 

1316 

261 

- 

1 

- 

11 

63 

8 

4»5 

4o2 

0 

• 

No  cows,  horses  or  calves  were  slaughtered. 

There  were  no  condemnations  for  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924  is  in  force  in  the  district. 

Charges  are  made  for  inspection  of  2/6d  per  cattle,  9d  per  pig  and 
£d  for  sheep  0 
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SECTION  1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL 

Only  two  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  19&4-.  No  cases  of  food 
poisoning  occurred. 

.Tuberculosis 

No  new  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause. 

B.C.G-.  vaccination  ms  carried  out  in  the  Schools  serving  this  area 
and  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  T/elshpool  during  the  year* 

Poliomyelitis,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria 

Tetanus  immunization  - continued  to  be  available  at  the  County  Welfare 
Clinics  and  schools  in  the  area. 


c 

ff 


